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Industrial Revolution Causes and Consequences 

Consequence of Industrial Revolution: 
The I. R. created, within very short time, fabulous amount of 

wealth and the maximum part of this wealth was gobbled by the 

capitalists or manufacturers because they always played the 

leading part in the process of industrialisation. But penetration 

into the entire process will reveal that the labourers—the real 

actors of the whole productive process—were practically 

deprived of the fruits of the I. R. That is, they were not getting 

their due share of the profit. 

Polanyi has rightly observed; the labouring people had been 

crowded together in new places of desolation, the country folk 

had been dehumanised into slum-dwellers, the family was on the 

road to perdition and the large parts of the country were rapidly 

disappearing under the slack and scrap heaps vomited forth from 

the satanic mills. This was the inevitable consequence of I. R. 

Man was converted into lifeless machine which finally led to the 

nefarious dehumanisation of labour. I. R. may rightly be termed 

as the father of both poverty and opulence. 

I. R. practically created a moribund situation for the century-old 

cottage and small-scale industries that developed in the country-

side and created employment opportunities for millions of 

people. 

In comparison with quality and price, products of cottage and 

village industries were far different than machine goods. The 

result was that while the demand for machine goods was high 



the same for the cottage industry goods lagged far behind. In 

many cases the age-old cottage industries were faced with 

destruction. This was inevitable. 

The consequences of I. R. were not confined within the 

geographical boundaries of the countries of its origin. The 

manufacturers set up markets in foreign countries for the sale of 

their goods and this finally crippled the small industries of the 

colonies. The industrial magnates of Britain and other 

imperialist countries in all possible ways discouraged the 

industrialization in colonies and this is one of the reasons of the 

industrially backwardness of the colonies. 

Political Ideas of Industrial Revolution: 

The division of society into classes is the inevitable consequence 

of Industrial Revolution. The I. R. radically transformed the 

social, economic and political situation of all countries that came 

under its influence. 

“There was a transformation of the working and living 

conditions of millions of people. They began to crowd into 

town and cities on a scale unknown in history”. 
People in rural areas left their ancestral homes and gathered 

around the factory and mills in search of jobs. 

Harman, citing few statistics, observes that in 1750 there had 

been only two cities with more than 50,000 inhabitants—

London and Edinburgh. By 1851, just after a century, there were 

29 cities and the majority of people lived in towns. 

There was a transformation of the whole society. Needless to 

say that most of the inhabitants of the towns were labourers.  



 


