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Industrial Revolution Causes and Conseque

The I. R. the capitalists constituted the dominating
section of the society. Economically they were dominant.
Finally, academically and politically, they finally became
dominant. A un-holly alliance was formed between the
capitalist class and the government. Government wanted
more money for running the administration which could
be provided by the capitalists.

The capitalists were prepared to part with a portion of
profit and the government was prepared to help them to
control the working class. Gradually the control of the
state machinery went to the hands of capitalists. The
bureaucracy, army and police practically were converted
into puppets. There was a state in an industrialized nation
whose chief objective was to safeguard the economic and
other interest of the dominating section of society.

The I. R. completely changed the character of state
administration. In the feudal age the state was controlled
by the feudal lords and in the industrial period the state
came to be dominated by capitalists. Ultimately the state
was converted into a machine of exploitation. The
machine was used by the capitalists to protect their
financial interests.



It is generally observed that the character of state assumed
a new character and we call it the class character of state.
Before 1. R. there existed the class character of state but
that was not so much prominent. This particular nature of
state brought about numerous ramifications about politics.

The state came to be called a machinery, its abolition was
strongly advocated by Marx and his followers, and
establishment of socialism and finally of communism. All
these concepts are political-economic and, to some extent,
sociological. Whatever it may be, they are definite by
products of I. R.

Utopian socialism and Marxism are the products of 1. R.
The three Utopian socialists, Saint-Simon, Charles
Fourier and Robert Owen, first drew our attention to the
miserable conditions of the working class and for the first
time they suggested a way out. Of course Marx and
Engels did not agree with their suggestion.

Later on Marx and Engels went into the depth of capitalist
society and scanned it thoroughly. The I. R. created
miserable and intolerable conditions which were
inextricably associated with the contradictions of
capitalism. They drew the conclusion that the
contradictions were the inevitable products of I. R.

Laissez faire may be regarded as an important product of
Industrial Revolution. The father of this doctrine was



Adam Smith (1723-1790). He elaborated this doctrine in
his Wealth of Nations (1776).

The English equivalent of the term is a policy of non-
interference, especially abstention by governments from
interfering in the workings of the free market. Before
Adam Smith, the physiocrats strongly advocated the idea
of non-interference in the economic affairs and in the
seventies of the eighteenth century.

Smith drew the attention of the larger section of the
community by arguing that economic progress was
dependent upon the establishment of the independence of
the industrial capitalist.



