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Categories of Networks

Local Area Networks:

Local area networks, generally called LANSs, are privately-owned networks within a single
building or campus of up to a few kilometres in size. They are widely used to connect personal
computers and workstations in company offices and factories to share resources (e.g., printers)
and exchange information. LANs are distinguished from other kinds of networks by three
characteristics:

(1) Their size,

(2) Their transmission technology, and

(3) Their topology.

LANS are restricted in size, which means that the worst-case transmission time is bounded and
known in advance. Knowing this bound makes it possible to use certain kinds of designs that
would not otherwise be possible. It also simplifies network management. LANs may use a
transmission technology consisting of a cable to which all the machines are attached, like the
telephone company party lines once used in rural areas. Traditional LANs run at speeds of 10
Mbps to 100 Mbps, have low delay (microseconds or nanoseconds), and make very few errors.

Newer LANSs operate at up to 10 Gbps
Metropolitan Area Network (MAN):

Metropolitan Area Network:

A metropolitan area network, or MAN, covers a city. The best-known example of a MAN is the
cable television network available in many cities. This system grew from earlier community
antenna systems used in areas with poor over-the-air television reception. In these early systems,
a large antenna was placed on top of a nearby hill and signal was then piped to the subscribers'

houses. At first, these were locally-designed, ad hoc systems. Then companies began jumping
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into the business, getting contracts from city governments to wire up an entire city. The next step
was television programming and even entire channels designed for cable only. Often these
channels were highly specialized, such as all news, all sports, all cooking, all gardening, and so
on. But from their inception until the late 1990s, they were intended for television reception only.
To a first approximation, a MAN might look something like the system shown in Fig. In this
figure both television signals and Internet are fed into the centralized head end for subsequent
distribution to people's homes. Cable television is not the only MAN. Recent developments in
high-speed wireless Internet access resulted in another MAN its distance cover

10 to 50 km.



Wide Area Network (WAN).

Wide Area Network:

A wide area network, or WAN, spans a large geographical area, often a country or continent. It
contains a collection of machines intended for running user (i.e., application) programs. These
machines are called as hosts. The hosts are connected by a communication subnet, or just subnet
for short. The hosts are owned by the customers (e.g., people's personal computers), whereas the
communication subnet is typically owned and operated by a telephone company or Internet
service provider. The job of the subnet is to carry messages from host to host, just as the
telephone system carries words from speaker to listener.

Separation of the pure communication aspects of the network (the subnet) from the application
aspects (the hosts), greatly simplifies the complete network design. In most wide area networks,
the subnet consists of two distinct components: transmission lines and switching elements.
Transmission lines move bits between machines. They can be made of copper wire, optical fiber,
or even radio links. In most WANSs, the network contains numerous transmission lines, each one
connecting a pair of routers. If two routers that do not share a transmission line wish to
communicate, they must do this indirectly, via other routers. When a packet is sent from one
router to another via one or more intermediate routers, the packet is received at each intermediate
router in its entirety, stored there until the required output line is free, and then forwarded. A
subnet organized according to this principle is called a store-and-forward or packet-switched
subnet. Nearly all wide area networks (except those using satellites) have store-and-forward
subnets. When the packets are small and all the same size, they are often called cells.

The principle of a packet-switched WAN is so important. Generally, when a process on some
host has a message to be sent to a process on some other host, the sending host first cuts the
message into packets, each one bearing its number in the sequence. These packets are then
injected into the network one at a time in quick succession. The packets are transported
individually over the network and deposited at the receiving host, where they are reassembled
into the original message and delivered to the receiving process. A stream of packets resulting

from some initial message is illustrated in Fig.



In this figure, all the packets follow the route ACE, rather than ABDE or ACDE. In some
networks all packets from a given message must follow the same route; in others each
packed is routed separately. Of course, if ACE is the best route, all packets may be sent

along it, even if each packet is individually routed.
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A stream of packets from sender to receiver.
Not all WANSs are packet switched. A second possibility for a WAN is a satellite system.
Each router has an antenna through which it can send and receive. All routers can hear the
output from the satellite, and in some cases they can also hear the upward transmissions of
their fellow routers to the satellite as well. Sometimes the routers are connected to a
substantial point-to-point subnet, with only some of them having a satellite antenna.
Satellite networks are inherently broadcast and are most useful when the broadcast

property is important.



